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AWARD-WINNING BROADWAY STAR AUDRA MCDONALD TO DEBUT IN 
STANFORD’S BING CONCERT HALL IN ONE-NIGHT-ONLY APPEARANCE, 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 17 
 
Stanford, CA, October 11, 2013—In another recent addition to the 2013-14 Stanford Live season, 

executive director Wiley Hausam announced that the multiple Grammy and Tony Award-wining 

Broadway legend Audra McDonald will debut in Stanford University’s Bing Concert Hall on Friday, 

January 17, at 7:30 p.m. This one-night-only concert will feature the soprano—backed by a jazz 

ensemble—in an intimate evening of music from her new album Go Back Home, which includes 

showtunes, classic songs from the movies, and original pieces written especially for her. 

  Hailed as “a defining voice of our time” (New York Times), Audra McDonald is among today’s 

most highly regarded performers with a record-tying five Tony Awards, two Grammy Awards and 

numerous other accolades to her name. In addition to her theatrical work, she maintains a career as a 

concert and recording artist, regularly appearing on the great stages of the world. She made her 

Broadway debut in 1992 while still in school at Juilliard. By 1994 she had earned her first Tony Award, 

and after the success of Ragtime in 1998, McDonald became the first person under the age of thirty to 

receive three Tony Awards.   

 Just this September she opened the 2013-14 season of the San Francisco Symphony under the 

baton of Michael Tilson Thomas and has appeared with nearly every major orchestra in the United 

States. McDonald made her opera debut in 2006 at Houston Grand Opera, where she starred in a 

double-bill of Poulenc’s monodrama La voix humaine and the world premiere of its companion piece, 

Send. She made her Los Angeles Opera debut in 2007 starring alongside Patti LuPone in John Doyle’s 

production of Kurt Weill’s Rise and Fall of the City of Mahagonny. The resulting recording won 

McDonald two Grammy Awards: for Best Opera Recording and Best Classical Album. 



 It was the Peabody Award-winning CBS program Having Our Say: The Delany Sisters’ First 

100 Years that first introduced McDonald to television audiences as a dramatic actress. Most recently, 

from 2007 to 2011, she played Dr. Naomi Bennett on the hit ABC medical drama, Private Practice. 

 A familiar face on PBS, McDonald is the series host of Live from Lincoln Center, which 

televised her recent solo concert for Lincoln Center’s Spring Gala. She has headlined telecasts including 

an American Songbook season-opening concert, a presentation of Sondheim’s Passion, a tribute concert 

to Rodgers and Hammerstein titled Something Wonderful, and three galas with the New York 

Philharmonic: a New Year Eve’s performance in 2006, a concert celebrating Stephen Sondheim’s 80th 

birthday, and Carnegie Hall’s 120th Anniversary Concert. She was also featured in the PBS television 

special “A Broadway Celebration: In Performance at the White House,” singing at the request of 

President Barack Obama and First Lady Michelle Obama.  

 

TICKETS 
Tickets for Audra McDonald, presented by Stanford Live on Friday, January 17 at 7:30 p.m. in 

Bing Concert Hall, range from $25-$175.  All tickets are $10 for current Stanford University students 

and discounts are also available for faculty, staff and non-Stanford students.  

 Tickets are available in person at the Bing Concert Hall Box Office, by phone at 650-725-2464 

(BING) or online at http://live.stanford.edu. The Bing Box Office is located at 327 Lasuen Street. 

Regular operating hours are Tuesday-Friday from 12:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. Weekends and performance 

days vary (call for specific hours). 

 

VENUE INFORMATION 
Bing Concert Hall is located on the Stanford University campus at 327 Lasuen Street on the corner of 

Lasuen and Campus Dr.  Parking on campus is free of charge after 4:00 PM and on weekends at all 

times, and may be found in the Galvez Lot across Campus Dr. from Bing Concert Hall. Maps and 

directions are available at http://live.stanford.edu/Venues/parkingmapsdirections.php. 

 

ABOUT STANFORD LIVE 
Stanford Live is multi-disciplinary performing arts on the campus of Stanford University. The 

organization is committed to sharing, celebrating, and advancing the art of live music, dance, theater 

and opera. It unites celebrated and emerging artists with the Stanford campus and greater Bay Area 



communities in a broad range of experiences to engage the senses and emotions, stimulate minds, and 

enrich lives. Stanford Live value artistic vitality, learning, and an inclusive community. 

 

 
ADDED EVENT: 
 
What:  Audra McDonald, soprano 
 
Program: Show tunes, classic songs from the movies and other original pieces, to be announced 
 
When:  Friday, January 17, 7:30 p.m. 
 
Where:  Bing Concert Hall, 327 Lasuen Street, Stanford University 
 
Tickets: Available at this time as a benefit to Bing Members.  
  Tickets will go on general sale in early December. Visit live.stanford.edu 
 
Description: Multiple Grammy and Tony Award-wining singer and Broadway star Audra 

McDonald will debut in Bing Concert Hall in an intimate evening of show tunes, classic songs from the 

movies and other original pieces. 
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