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STANFORD LIVE PRESENTS AN EVENING OF TRADITIONAL SUFI MUSIC WITH 
ASIF ALI KHAN ENSEMBLE, APRIL 1 AT BING CONCERT HALL 

 
Stanford, CA, March 11, 2013—Hailed as the reigning prince of the Sufi music known as Qawwali, 

Asif Ali Khan performs in Bing Concert Hall with his eight-member ensemble on Tuesday, April 1 

at 7:30 p.m. An icon in his native Pakistan, Asif Ali Khan is one of Qawwali music’s finest living 

exponents, and his distinctive style of devotional music—dating back some 700 years—is 

characterized by full-throated vocals and energetic rhythms. 

 Qawwali literally means “utterance” in Urdu. It is an energetic musical performance of Sufi 

Muslim poetry that aims to lead listeners to a spiritual union with God. Americans were introduced 

to this ecstatic singing of South Asia in 1975 when the Asia Society organized the first tour of the 

United States by the famed Sabri Brothers of Pakistan. A subsequent tour in 1978, culminating in a 

sold-out concert at Carnegie Hall, was greeted with wild enthusiasm. 

 A typical Qawwali ensemble consists of one or two lead vocalists; a chorus of hand-clapping 

qawwals who sing the refrains; a harmonium player, who supports the fixed melody as well as the 

melodic improvisations of the soloist; and a percussionist, who articulates the metric framework 

using a dholak (double-headed drum) or a tabla. 

 Asif Ali Khan, a favorite student of the late, great Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan, expands on the 

legacy of his teacher. Since Nusrat's death in 1997, Khan has participated in tribute concerts and 

recordings dedicated to the memory of his teacher, while developing a style and presence of his own.  

 Though praised for his inventiveness, Khan remains faithful to the traditions of this 

devotional music with songs that often build from a meditative and trance-like state to a thrilling and 

energetic spectacle. Of his craft, Khan says, “we aren't singing as much as listening to God’s 

instructions with our souls.”  

 Asif Ali Khan’s tour was made possible in part by a grant from the Asian Cultural Council. 
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 The Asif Ali Khan’s Ensemble features Asif Ali Khan (Lead Voice), Raza Hussein 

(Harmonium and Vocals), Sarfraz Hussein (Harmonium and Vocals), Ali Khawar (Tabla), Imtiaz 

Hussein Shibli (Chorus), Waheed Mumtaz Hussein (Chorus), Shah Nawaz Hussein (Chorus), 

Manzoor Hussain Shibli (Chorus) and Umar Draz Hussein (Chorus). 

 

TICKETS 

Tickets for Asif Ali Khan, presented by Stanford Live on Tuesday, April 1 at 7:30 p.m. in Bing 

Concert Hall, range from $25-$60. All tickets are $10 for current Stanford University students and 

discounts are also available for faculty, staff and non-Stanford students. Tickets are available in 

person at the Bing Concert Hall Ticket Office, by phone at 650-725-2464 (BING) or online at 

http://live.stanford.edu.  

The Bing Ticket Office is located at 327 Lasuen Street. Regular operating hours are Tuesday-

Friday from 12-5:00 p.m. Weekends and performance days vary (call for specific hours). 

 

VENUE INFORMATION 

Bing Concert Hall is located on the Stanford University campus at 327 Lasuen Street on the corner 

of Lasuen and Campus Dr.  Parking on campus is free of charge after 4:00 PM and on weekends at 

all times, and may be found in the Galvez Lot across Campus Drive from Bing Concert Hall.  

 

ABOUT STANFORD LIVE 

Stanford Live is multi-disciplinary performing arts on the campus of Stanford University. The 

organization is committed to sharing, celebrating, and advancing the art of live music, dance, theater 

and opera. It unites celebrated and emerging artists with the Stanford campus and greater Bay Area 

communities in a broad range of experiences to engage the senses and emotions, stimulate minds, 

and enrich lives. Stanford Live values artistic vitality, learning, and an inclusive community. 

 
CALENDAR EDITORS PLEASE NOTE: 
 
What:  Asif Ali Khan  
When:  Tuesday, April 1, 7:30 p.m. 
Where:  Bing Concert Hall, 327 Lasuen Street, Stanford University  
Tickets: $25-$60 (adults); $10 (Stanford students) 
Presented by: Stanford Live 
Description: Hailed as the reigning prince of the Sufi music known as Qawwali, Asif Ali Khan is an 
icon in his native Pakistan. His distinctive style of devotional music—dating back some 700 years—
is characterized by full-throated vocals and energetic rhythms. 
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