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Acclaimed Australian Circus Company Joined by Local Acrobats and 

Dancers for North American Premiere of Leviathan 
 
 

 
A major commission in Stanford Live’s 2022–23 season, Leviathan by contemporary circus group Circa 
will make its North American premiere on September 30 in Memorial Auditorium. Photo by Johannes 
Reinhart 
 
Stanford, CA, August 23, 2022—Stanford Live’s 2022–23 season kicks off in 
September with the North American premiere of Leviathan (Sep 30 & Oct 1) by Circa, 
one of the world’s most acclaimed contemporary circus companies. Under the 
direction of circus visionary Yaron Lifschitz, members of Circa’s internationally 
renowned ensemble are joined by a Bay Area cast of 22 acrobats and dancers in an 
action-packed show that explores and exposes the tension between the mass and the 
individual. 
 



"After our successful presentation of Circa’s Humans at the Bing Concert Hall in 2018, 
we immediately began discussions about bringing the company back to Stanford,” 
says Chris Lorway, Stanford Live’s Executive Director. “Just prior to the pandemic, I 
traveled to Western Australia for the premiere of Leviathan and was incredibly moved 
by how seamlessly the local Perth participants were interwoven into this very complex 
and thrilling work.”  
 
The art of circus is taken in an exciting new direction as 36 performers hang from a grid 
suspended in the air and propel themselves across the stage, tumbling, balancing, and 
soaring together. The dramatic power and extreme skill of Circa’s trademark 
acrobatics makes for an epic theatrical event that is at once deeply moving and 
physically stunning. 
 
In these complex times, Leviathan offers hope by celebrating what can be achieved 
when we work together. This spellbinding show connects the local with the global and 
the emerging with the visionary and genuinely pushes boundaries in a powerful new 
circus production. 
 
Leviathan is touring outside of Australia for the first time since its world premiere at the 
Perth Festival in winter 2020 and is one of Stanford Live’s major commissions of its 
2022–23 season.  
 
Rooted in Community 
In addition to featuring Circa’s ensemble, Leviathan also relies on a cast of local 
performers and community partners who will participate in rehearsals the weeks 
leading up to the premiere. 
 
Adult performers include Calvin Kai Ku, a circus artist with Circus Bella and the 
Medical Clown Project; Matthew Chapman, a clown and circus arts instructor at 
Stanford’s Theater and Performance Studies (TAPS) department; and Letitia Burton, a 
jazz singer and retired educator. Auditions for youth performers are underway, with 
young cast members coming from various parts of the Peninsula. 
 
Stanford student performers will come from the Arts Intensive program taught by 
choreographer, dancer, and Stanford TAPS lecturer Aleta Hayes. In the three-week 
immersive course, students from a range of movement backgrounds will study the 
legacy of circus arts and participate in rehearsals with the Circa ensemble and artistic 
director Yaron Lifschitz.   
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Tickets and More Information   
Tickets are on sale now at live.stanford.edu.  
 
Circa: Leviathan 
Friday, Sep 30 & Saturday, Oct 1, 7:30 pm 
Memorial Auditorium 
Tickets start at $32 
 
Suitable for ages 8+ 
Run Time: 70 minutes 
 
 
About Stanford Live 
Stanford Live presents a wide range of fine performances from around the world, 
fostering a vibrant learning community and providing distinctive experiences through 
the performing arts. From its home at Bing Concert Hall and Frost Amphitheater, 
Stanford Live functions simultaneously as a public square, a sanctuary and a lab, 
drawing from all Stanford University has to offer to connect performance to the most 
significant issues, ideas and discoveries of our time.  
 
 



We take a moment to recognize that Stanford sits on the territory of Huichin, the 
ancestral and unceded land of the Muwekma Ohlone Tribe, who are the successors of 

the historic and sovereign Verona Band of Alameda County. This land was and 
continues to be of great importance to the Ohlone people. We recognize that every 

member of the community has benefited—and continues to benefit—from the use and 
occupation of this land. Consistent with our values of community and diversity, we have 
a responsibility to acknowledge and make visible the University’s relationship to Native 

people. 
 

 
The Stanford Live season is sponsored by Stanford Medicine 
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