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A NEW MULTIMEDIA WORK, THE COLORADO WILL UNITE ART, 

HISTORY, SOCIOLOGY AND ECOLOGY ON THE BING STAGE 
 

Performances on April 21 and 22 conclude Stanford Live’s “Imagining the West” series, which 
includes a conversation with National Geographic photographer Pete McBride 

 

Stanford, CA, April 3, 2017—For five million years the Colorado River has carved some of the most 

majestic landscapes on the planet. It has become the lifeline of a vast portion of North America, 

providing the water that sustains nearly 40 million people, half a dozen major cities and an immense 

agricultural empire. On April 21 and 22, at Stanford University’s Bing Concert Hall, a new eco-

documentary titled The Colorado — featuring music commissioned from five composers and 

performed live by the vocal ensemble Roomful of Teeth, cellist Jeffrey Zeigler and percussionist 

Glenn Kotche — will take audiences on a journey through this river’s history. 

 For filmmaker Murat Eyuboglu, the director and co-writer (with William deBuys), the 

inspiration for the project began through a detour. A trip to the Salton Sea seven years ago left a deep 

impression on him. Roughly equidistant from the borders of Arizona to the east and Mexico to the 

south, the Salton Sea was created when an industrial-level effort to divert the waters of the Colorado 

River went horribly wrong. 

 “I experienced this first encounter as a disorienting blend of dystopian dreamscape and ethereal 

vision,” writes Eyuboglu in a program essay. “The Salton Sea was one of the most ruinous episodes in 

the long history of our efforts to capitalize on the river, a confrontation between human greed and the 

river’s rage in which both parties suffered. Back in New York, I continued to wonder about the larger 

narrative in which it appeared to be an especially poignant cautionary tale.” 
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 He later met deBuys, author of Salt Dreams: Land and Water in Low-Down California, and the 

two set about isolating a handful of significant moments and topics in the river’s history that could 

provide a backdrop for a new project. 

 “Music in The Colorado is a primary voice,” says Eyuboglu, “and our composers have strong 

connections to the stories with which they chose to engage.” William Brittelle’s recent album, 

Television Landscape, was inspired by the Salton Sea; Paola Prestini grew up in the same Colorado 

River Basin; and John Luther Adams has had a career-long exploration of landscape and the natural 

world. “With the addition of the compelling compositional voices of Glenn Kotche and Shara Nova,” 

Eyuboglu adds, “we arrived at a stylistic diversity to match the irreducible geographic and historical 

scope of the project.” 

 The Colorado, which premiered in 2016, also features recorded narration by stage legend Mark 

Rylance, who covers nine chapters through the prehistoric settlement of the region, the period of 

European exploration, the dam-building era, modern industrial agriculture and immigration and the 

impact of climate change. 

 “I consider this project to be a sort of eye contact or handshake between the Colorado River 

Basin and the audience,” says Eyuboglu, “and I hope that as such it will mark the beginning of a long 

relationship. Caring for the land, the water, and the people of a region requires knowledge, love, and 

perseverance.” 

 For the Stanford Live presentation, the performances will be preceded by two related offerings: 

a presentation by UC Davis music scholar Beth Levy entitled Composing the American West (Apr. 

19) and a conversation with renowned National Geographic photographer Pete McBride and Stanford 

historian David Kennedy (Apr. 21). The events conclude the Live Context Imagining the West series, 

which examines the pioneering spirit, sublime landscapes and unique social and ecological challenges of 

the region. For more information, visit live.stanford.edu. 

 

TICKETS 
Tickets for The Colorado, presented by Stanford Live on April 21 and 22, at 7:30 p.m., range from $30-

$65 for adults (subject to change) and start at $15 for all current Stanford students. Tickets are 

available by phone at 650-724-2464 or online at live.stanford.edu.  
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VENUE INFORMATION 
Bing Concert Hall is located on the Stanford University campus at 327 Lasuen Street on the corner of 

Lasuen and Campus Dr.  Parking on campus is free of charge after 4:00 PM and on weekends at all 

times, and may be found in the Galvez Lot across Campus Drive from Bing Concert Hall.  

 

ABOUT STANFORD LIVE 
Stanford Live presents a wide range of the finest performances from around the world fostering a 

vibrant learning community and providing distinctive experiences through the performing arts.  With 

its home at Bing Concert Hall, Stanford Live is simultaneously a public square, a sanctuary and a lab, 

drawing on the breadth and depth of Stanford University to connect performance to the significant 

issues, ideas and discoveries of our time. 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 
 
What:  Public Talk: Composing the American West 
When:  Wednesday, April 19, 6:00 p.m. 
Where:  The McMurtry Building’s Oshman Hall, 355 Roth Way, Stanford University 
Tickets: Free 
 
Description: Music scholar Beth Levy (UC Davis) explores how the American West has animated 
the works of iconic American composers such as Aaron Copland, Roy Harris and Virgil Thompson. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
What:  Public Talk: Pete McBride  
When:  Friday, April 21, 6:00 p.m. 
Where:  Bing Concert Hall, 327 Lausen Street, Stanford University 
Tickets: Free (pre-registration recommended) 
 
Description: Renowned National Geographic photographer Pete McBride shares his adventures 
across some of the American West’s most breathtaking terrain in a conversation with Stanford 
historian David Kennedy. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
What:  The Colorado 
When:  Friday, April 21 & Saturday, April 22, 7:30 p.m. 
Where:  Bing Concert Hall, 327 Lausen Street, Stanford University 
Tickets: $30-65; $15 for Stanford students 
 
Description: The Colorado takes viewers on a prismatic journey through the Colorado River Basin 
with Murat Eyuboglu’s documentary films set to a live score performed on stage by the vocalists of 
Roomful of Teeth, percussionist Glenn Kotche (Wilco) and cellist Jeffrey Ziegler. 
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