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STANFORD LIVE HOSTS FREE SIMULCAST OF DALLAS OPERA’S PRODUCTION OF 

DEATH AND THE POWERS ON FEBRUARY 16 AT BING CONCERT HALL 
 

Performance of “robot pageant” opera by MIT Lab’s Tod Machover will be simulcast to remote 
locations throughout U.S. and Europe, also allowing audience members to experience enhanced 

streaming and interactive moments through specially designed, downloadable app 
 
Stanford, CA, January 24, 2014—Science fiction and poignant family drama combine in Death and the Powers, 

a visually spectacular opera by MIT Media Lab’s Tod Machover with a libretto by former Poet Laureate Robert 

Pinsky, which will be streamed live from Dallas’s Winspear Opera House to Stanford’s Bing Concert Hall on 

Sunday, February 16 at 12:00 p.m. Admission is free to the video simulcast but the public is encouraged to 

register in advance on the Stanford Live website at live.stanford.edu. 

 Billed as the first-ever global, interactive simulcast, the Dallas Opera’s performance will be beamed to 

ten worldwide locations. Audience members will also experience live, enhanced streaming and interactive 

moments through a specially designed, downloadable app, entitled Powers Live. The added content will allow 

audience members the ability to virtually experience the main character’s thoughts and bring the sights and 

sounds of the live performance in Dallas within reach. Additionally, HD cameras placed throughout the set and 

upon various electronic props will provide a “robot’s eye-view” and a more in-depth perception of the opera. 

 Described by The Wall Street Journal as having “passionate intensity, full-bodied arias in a post-organic 

world,” Machover’s 2010 work receives its Dallas Opera premiere in this production directed by Diane 

Paulus, designed by Alex McDowell and conducted by Nicole Paiement (artistic director of San Francisco’s 

Opera Parallèle and director of ensembles at the UC Santa Cruz).  

 Death and the Powers tells the story of a terminally ill billionaire, sung by baritone Robert Orth, who 

downloads his consciousness into “the System” and proceeds to use all his powers to persuade his loved ones to 

join him there. Soprano Joélle Harvey reprises her role as Miranda; mezzo soprano Patricia Risley returns as 

Evvy, Simon’s third wife; and tenor Hal Cazalet makes his Dallas Opera debut as Nicholas, Simon’s research 

assistant and adopted son. 

-More- 



 The opera was named a 2012 Pulitzer Prize Finalist in Music for both its score and the innovative 

technology created by Machover and his Opera of the Future Group at the MIT Media Lab. This global simulcast 

is made possible by generous support from Jane Bernstein and Bob Ellis, and Keith and Jennifer Cerny. 

 
ABOUT THE CREATORS 

Tod Machover (Composer/Creative Director) has been called “America’s Most Wired Composer” by the Los 

Angeles Times and is celebrated for creating music that breaks traditional artistic and cultural boundaries. He is 

Muriel R. Cooper Professor of Music & Media and Director of the Opera of the Future Group at the MIT 

Media Lab, and is also Visiting Professor of Composition at the Royal Academy of Music in London. He studied 

with Elliott Carter at The Juilliard School, and was the first Director of Musical Research at Pierre Boulez’s 

IRCAM Institute in Paris. Machover’s music has been commissioned and performed by many of the world’s 

most important performers and ensembles, and has received numerous international prizes and awards, including 

the Chevalier des Arts et Lettres from the French Culture Ministry and the 2013 Arts Advocacy Award from the 

Kennedy Center. Machover is also acclaimed for inventing new technologies for music, such as his 

Hyperinstruments that augment musical expression for everyone from virtuosi like Yo-Yo Ma and Prince to 

players of Guitar Hero, which grew out of his Lab. Machover is particularly noted for his radically inventive 

operas, which include “VALIS” (1987), based on a novel by Philip K. Dick, the audience-interactive “Brain 

Opera” (1996/7), and “Skellig” (2008), based on the best-seller by David Almond.   Since launching Death and 

the Powers (finalist for the 2012 Pulitzer Prize in Music) in the fall of 2010, Machover has premiered Spheres and 

Splinters for hypercello, Chomsky Suite for the Kronos Quartet with linguist/activist Noam Chomsky, and 

“collaborative symphonies” in Toronto and Edinburgh, with the latest – Between the Desert and the Deep Blue 

Sea – premiering at the Perth (Australia) Festival in March 2014. 

 Robert Pinsky (Librettist) is an American poet, essayist, literary critic and translator. From 1997 to 

2000, he served as Poet Laureate Consultant in Poetry to the Library of Congress. During his tenure, Pinsky 

founded the Favorite Poem Project (favoritepoem.org), in which thousands of Americans shared their favorite 

poems. Pinsky is the author of nineteen books. His newest is an anthology for poets called Singing School: 

Learning to Write (and Read) Poetry by Studying with the Masters. Other recent works are his Selected Poems and 

PoemJazz, a CD with Grammy-winning pianist Laurence Hobgood.  His landmark, best-selling translation of 

The Inferno of Dante received the Los Angeles Times Book Award in poetry. His volume of poetry The Figured 

Wheel: New and Collected Poems 1966-1996 was a Pulitzer Prize nominee and received the Lenore Marshall 

Award. This spring, the Shakespeare Theatre Company performed Pinsky’s newly commissioned adaptation and 

translation of Friedrich Schiller’s Wallenstein. Pinsky teaches in the graduate writing program at Boston 

University. He is the only member of the American Academy of Arts and Letters to have appeared on The 

Simpsons and The Colbert Report. 



  

For complete biographical and production information, visit the Dallas Opera’s website at 

http://dallasopera.org/season/death-and-the-powers/. 

 

SIMULCAST LOCATIONS    
New York, NY: National Opera Center at Opera America  New York, NY: Brooklyn Academy of Music, 

BAMcinématek  San Francisco, CA: San Francisco Conservatory of Music  Los Angeles, CA: The Industry 

at The Hammer Museum  Stanford, CA: Stanford University, Bing Concert Hall  Philadelphia, PA: Opera 

Philadelphia at The Franklin Institute  Cambridge, MA: MIT Media Lab  Dallas, TX: Perot Museum of 

Nature and Science  London: Royal Academy of Music  Stockholm: University College of Opera and Royal 

Institute of Technology  Paris: Le Laboratoire. 

 

TICKETS 
Admission is free to the simulcast of the Dallas Opera’s Death and the Powers, presented on Sunday, 

February 16 at 12:00 p.m. at Bing Concert Hall. However, the public is encouraged to register in advance for 

guaranteed entry. Reservations are available on the Stanford Live website at http://live.stanford.edu.  

 
VENUE INFORMATION 

Bing Concert Hall is located on the Stanford University campus at 327 Lasuen Street on the corner of Lasuen 

and Campus Dr.  Parking on campus is free of charge after 4:00 PM and on weekends at all times, and may be 

found in the Galvez Lot across Campus Drive from Bing Concert Hall. Maps and directions are available at 

live.stanford.edu. 

 

ABOUT STANFORD LIVE 
Stanford Live is multi-disciplinary performing arts on the campus of Stanford University. The organization is 

committed to sharing, celebrating, and advancing the art of live music, dance, theater and opera. It unites 

celebrated and emerging artists with the Stanford campus and greater Bay Area communities in a broad range of 

experiences to engage the senses and emotions, stimulate minds, and enrich lives. Stanford Live values artistic 

vitality, learning, and an inclusive community. 
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CALENDAR EDITORS: 
 
What:  Live Simulcast of Dallas Opera’s Death and the Powers 
 
When:  Sunday, February 16 at 12:00 p.m. 
 
Where:  Bing Concert Hall, 327 Lasuen Street, Stanford University 
 
Tickets:  Free. Advance registration available at live.stanford.edu. 
 
Presented by: Stanford Live 
 
Description: Death and the Powers, a powerful new opera by composer Tod Machover, will be streamed to 
Bing Concert Hall in a live, interactive simulcast from the Dallas Opera. 
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