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STANFORD LIVE WELCOMES BRAZILIAN BALLET COMPANY GRUPO CORPO FOR 

TWO PERFORMANCES AT MEMORIAL AUDITORIUM, JAN 31 AND FEB 1 
 
Stanford, CA, December 20, 2013— The powerhouse Brazilian ballet troupe Grupo Corpo will 

present two performances at Stanford’s Memorial Auditorium, an evening-length program—featuring 

two different works Sem Mim and Ímã (January 31 at 7:30 p.m.)—and an abridged family matinee 

(February 1 at 2:30 p.m. ). Translated as “Body Group,” the company combines the sensuality of Afro-

Brazilian dance forms and the technical prowess of ballet with a contemporary, highly theatrical 

sensibility.  

 Led by artistic director Paulo Pederneiras and choreographer Rodrigo Pederneiras, Grupo 

Corpo personifies the Brazilian ethos by bridging the natural and the cultural, the urban and the 

suburban and the ancient with the modern. In Sem Mim, or “without me,” dancers embark on a 

journey of evolution from sea to earth, their movements flowing and organic. On finely knit unitards, 

dyed to match the skin color of each dancer, costume designer Freusa Zechmeister applies inscriptions 

and textures based on ornaments from the Middle Ages, transforming the dancers’ bodies into media 

conveying all the symbolism of the era. 

 Ímã, meaning “magnet,” takes inspiration from the law of magnetism where dancers 

passionately entwine and separate in poetic polarities amidst an ever-changing array of radiant colored 

light. The soundtrack composed by +2, a trio made up of Domenico, Kassin, and Moreno, 

superimposes tones and textures of a wide range of diverse instruments revealing influences that range 

from bossanovista João Donato to ’70s Afro music icon Fela Kuti, visiting contemporary Japanese 

multi-instrumentalist Cornelius along the way. 

-More- 



 

ABOUT THE ARTISTS 
Grupo Corpo was founded in 1975 in Belo Horizonte. The house choreographer Rodrigo Pederneiras 

mixes classical ballet and folk dances and then set to motion bodies that push the limits of technical 

rigor. Artistic director Paulo Pederneiras transforms choreography into a dance artwork. Besides 

directing the company, he designs the scenography and lighting that customize the scenic finishing for 

each production with a kind of quality that continues to introduce new references. Part of those are the 

costumes by Freusa Zechmeister, the result of a skill capable of translating clothing into movement.  

 

TICKETS 
Tickets for Grupo Corpo range from $30-$75 for the full program on January 31 at 7:30 p.m., and 

$15-$38 for the abridged family matinee on February 1 at 2:30 p.m. All tickets are $10 for current 

Stanford University students and discounts are also available for faculty, staff and non-Stanford 

students.  

 Tickets are available in person at the Bing Concert Hall Box Office, by phone at 650-725-2464 

(BING) or at http://live.stanford.edu. The Bing Box Office is located at 327 Lasuen Street. Regular 

hours are Tuesday-Friday from 12:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. Weekends and performance days vary (call for 

specific hours). 

 
VENUE INFORMATION 

Memorial Auditorium is located at 551 Serra Mall at Galvez, across from Hoover Tower. Parking on 

campus is free of charge after 4:00 PM and on weekends at all times. Directions are available at 

http://live.stanford.edu/Venues/parkingmapsdirections.php. 

 

ABOUT STANFORD LIVE 
Stanford Live is multi-disciplinary performing arts on the campus of Stanford University. The 

organization is committed to sharing, celebrating, and advancing the art of live music, dance, theater 

and opera. It unites celebrated and emerging artists with the Stanford campus and greater Bay Area 

communities in a broad range of experiences to engage the senses and emotions, stimulate minds, and 

enrich lives. Stanford Live value artistic vitality, learning, and an inclusive community. 

 



 

CALENDAR EDITORS PLEASE NOTE: 
 
What:  Grupo Corpo 
Program: Sem Mim by Rodrigo Pederneiras, music by Carlos Núñez and José Miguel; 
  Wisnik; Ímã by Rodrigo Pederneiras, music by +2 (Moreno, Domenico and Kassin) 
When:  Friday, January 31, 7:30 p.m. 
Where:  Memorial Auditorium, 551 Serra Mall, Stanford University 
Tickets: $30-$75 (adults); $10 (Stanford students) 
 
Description: The Brazilian dance company’s work combines the sensuality of Afro-Brazilian dance 
and the technical prowess of ballet with a contemporary, highly theatrical sensibility.  
______________________________________________________________ 
What:  Grupo Corpo 
Program: Family matinee (reduced 40-minute show) 
When:  February 1, 2:30 pm  
Where:  Memorial Auditorium, 551 Serra Mall, Stanford University 
Tickets: $15-$38 (adults); $10 (Stanford students) 
 
Description: The Brazilian dance company’s work combines the sensuality of Afro-Brazilian dance 
and the technical prowess of ballet with a contemporary, highly theatrical sensibility. 
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