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STANFORD LIVE PRESENTS JAKE SHIMABUKURO ON APRIL 24  
AT BING CONCERT HALL 

 
Ukulele virtuoso to play on custom-made instrument from Bing stage floorboards 

 

Stanford, CA, March 28, 2014—Ukulele master Jake Shimabukuro returns to Stanford for a one-night-

only appearance at Bing Concert Hall on Thursday, April 24 at 7:30 p.m. Since becoming one of the first 

viral Youtube video sensations in 2006, Shimabukuro has almost singlehandedly revived the popularity of 

the ukulele, winning accolades from artists and fans of classical, jazz, country and rock music alike, 

earning comparisons to Jimi Hendrix and Miles Davis and even concertizing for the Queen of England. 

 Just prior to Shimabukuro’s concert, at 12:00 p.m., Stanford’s Institute for Diversity 

in the Arts (IDA) will also host a lunchtime conversation with him at Harmony House. The event is free 

and open to the public. 

 Shimabukuro’s previous Stanford appearance was in 2004 when he performed in Dinkelspiel 

Auditorium, where shared the stage with slack-key guitarist—and Stanford’s Department of Music 

chair—Stephen Sano. This time around, for his Bing debut next month, Shimabukuro will play solo but he 

plans to perform one number on a special ukulele Professor Sano had made from leftover wood that went 

into the Bing Concert Hall’s stage.  

 The idea started when Sano was on the construction site of Bing Concert Hall and saw scraps of 

Alaskan yellow cedar being cut off the edge of the stage floor. He collected the pieces and had them 

transformed by Santa Cruz instrument maker Rick Turner into two blond-top tenor ukes to add to his 

growing family of stringed instruments.  

Sano cherishes instruments with a story. He explains, “In the Hawaiian context, different 

instruments possess different mana, or spiritual energy. As these ukes have a provenance that traces back 

to Peter and Helen Bing’s gift to Stanford of one of the world’s preeminent concert halls, the mana of the 

instruments is one born of care, respect, and a devotion to place and people—characteristics that are the 

sound and spirit of the instruments.” 



 

ABOUT THE ARTIST 

In his young career, ukulele wizard Jake Shimabukuro has redefined a heretofore under-the-radar 

instrument, been declared a musical “hero” by Rolling Stone, won accolades from the disparate likes of 

Eddie Vedder, Perez Hilton and Dr. Sanjay Gupta, wowed audiences on TV (Jimmy Kimmel, Conan), and 

earned comparisons to Jimi Hendrix and Miles Davis. Well known in Hawaii and Japan during his early 

solo career, Shimabukuro became famous internationally in 2006, when a video of him playing a virtuosic 

rendition of "While My Guitar Gently Weeps" was posted on YouTube without his knowledge and 

became one of the first viral videos on that site. His concert engagements, collaborations with legendary 

musicians, media appearances and music production have snowballed since then. In 2012, an award-

winning documentary was released tracking his life, career, and music, titled Jake Shimabukuro: Life on 

Four Strings; it has screened in a variety of festivals, aired repeatedly on PBS and been released on DVD. 

 

TICKETS 

The performance is currently at capacity. A limited number of tickets may be released before the 

performance, to be sold on a first come, first served basis. To be notified if tickets become available, sign 

up on the Stanford Live website at live.stanford.edu.  

 

VENUE INFORMATION 

Bing Concert Hall is located on the Stanford University campus at 327 Lasuen Street on the corner of 

Lasuen and Campus Dr.  Parking on campus is free of charge after 4:00 PM and on weekends at all times, 

and may be found in the Galvez Lot across Campus Drive from Bing Concert Hall. Maps and directions 

are available at live.stanford.edu. 

 

ABOUT STANFORD LIVE 

Stanford Live is multi-disciplinary performing arts on the campus of Stanford University. The 

organization is committed to sharing, celebrating, and advancing the art of live music, dance, theater and 

opera. It unites celebrated and emerging artists with the Stanford campus and greater Bay Area 

communities in a broad range of experiences to engage the senses and emotions, stimulate minds, and 

enrich lives. Stanford Live values artistic vitality, learning, and an inclusive community. 



 
CALENDAR EDITORS: 
 
What:  Jake Shimabukuro in Conversation 
 
When:  Thursday, April 24, 12:00 p.m. 
 
Where:  Harmony House, 561 Lomita Drive, Stanford University  
 
Tickets: Free 
 
Description: The Institute for Diversity in the Arts (IDA) hosts Jake Shimabukuro in a free 
conversation prior to his Bing Concert Hall debut. 
 
___________________________________________ 
 
What:  Jake Shimabukuro in Concert 
 
When:  Thursday, April 24, 7:30 p.m. 
 
Where:  Bing Concert Hall, 327 Lasuen Street, Stanford University  
 
Tickets: The performance is currently at capacity. To be notified if tickets become available, sign 

up on the Stanford Live website at live.stanford.edu. 
 
Description: Called a musical “hero” by Rolling Stone magazine, young wizard Jake Shimabukuro has 
almost single-handedly revived the popularity of the ukulele. 
 

#  #  # 


