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BAY AREA PREMIERES BY PHILIP GLASS AND VALENTIN SILVESTROV HIGHLIGHT 
KRONOS QUARTET’S APPEARANCE AT BING CONCERT HALL, JANUARY 15 

 
Performance marks first Stanford appearance by new cellist Sunny Yang 

 
 

Stanford, CA, December 13, 2013—Now celebrating its 40th-anniversary season, San Francisco’s Grammy-

winning Kronos Quartet—David Harrington (violin), John Sherba (violin), Hank Dutt (viola), and Sunny 

Yang (cello)—returns to Bing Concert Hall with a Stanford-only program featuring two Bay Area premieres on 

Wednesday, January 15 at 7:30 p.m. The evening also introduces the quartet’s new cellist, Sunny Yang, who 

first appeared with the ensemble in May. 

 Presented by Stanford Live, the program will be highlighted by performances of new Kronos-

commissioned works by two illustrious composers: Philip Glass’ String Quartet No. 6, which Kronos premiered 

in October in Vancouver, and Valentin Silvestrov’s String Quartet No. 3, which it premiered two years ago in 

London.  

 “String Quartet No. 6 is the most recent result of a long and ripening friendship between the Kronos 

Quartet and me,” writes Glass. “At about a half hour of music, it is a work of significant length. The musical 

language itself remains firmly ‘post-minimalist,’ as almost everything has been since 1976. It also remains firmly 

tonal, using pan-harmonic and polyharmonic sequences in a rhythmic setting which is, in turn, based on a binary 

system of twos and threes. This allows for a unified harmonic/rhythmic music in which the resulting melodic 

material, though basically ambivalent, can be easily heard as harmonic and enharmonic pitches. All this is cast 

into a three-movement work in which the parts, though structurally separate, flow into each other, much like the 

movements of my String Quartet No. 5.” 

 Also on the program is indie rock guitarist Bryce Dessner’s Aheym (“Homeward”), which was written for 

the quartet in 2009; Nicole Lizée’s, Death to Kosmische, which dates  from 2010; an arrangement of the love song 

Tusen Tankar (“A Thousand Thoughts”); an arrangement of Wagner’s Prelude from Tristan und Isolde by 

David Harrington’s friend Aleksandra Vrebalov; and Anton Webern’s Six Bagatelles, op. 9. 
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ABOUT THE ARTISTS 
For 40 years, the Kronos Quartet has pursued a singular artistic vision, combining a spirit of fearless exploration 

with a commitment to continually reimagining the string quartet experience. In the process, Kronos has become 

one of the most celebrated and influential groups of our time, performing thousands of concerts worldwide, 

releasing more than 50 recordings of extraordinary breadth and creativity, collaborating with many of the world’s 

most intriguing and accomplished composers and performers, and commissioning more than 800 works and 

arrangements for string quartet. In 2011, Kronos became the only recipient of both the Polar Music Prize and 

the Avery Fisher Prize, two of the most prestigious awards given to musicians. The group’s numerous awards also 

include a Grammy Award for Best Chamber Music Performance (2004) and Musicians of the Year (2003) from 

Musical America. 

 

TICKETS 
The performance is currently at capacity. A limited number of tickets may be released before the performance, 

to be sold on a first come, first served basis. To be notified if tickets become available, sign up on the Stanford 

Live website at live.stanford.edu.  

 

VENUE INFORMATION 
Bing Concert Hall is located on the Stanford University campus at 327 Lasuen Street on the corner of Lasuen 

and Campus Dr.  Parking on campus is free of charge after 4:00 PM and on weekends at all times, and may be 

found in the Galvez Lot across Campus Drive from Bing Concert Hall. Maps and directions are available at 

live.stanford.edu/Venues/parkingmapsdirections.php. 

 

ABOUT STANFORD LIVE 
Stanford Live is multi-disciplinary performing arts on the campus of Stanford University. The organization is 

committed to sharing, celebrating, and advancing the art of live music, dance, theater and opera. It unites 

celebrated and emerging artists with the Stanford campus and greater Bay Area communities in a broad range of 

experiences to engage the senses and emotions, stimulate minds, and enrich lives. Stanford Live values artistic 

vitality, learning, and an inclusive community. 
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CALENDAR EDITORS PLEASE NOTE: 
 
What:  Kronos Quartet 
 
Program: Bryce Dessner: Aheym (Homeward) (2009) 
  Nicole Lizée: Death to Kosmische (2010) 
  Traditional (arr. Kronos, transc. Ljova): Tusen Tankar (A Thousand Thoughts) 
  Philip Glass: String Quartet No. 6 (Bay Area premiere) (2013) 
  Richard Wagner (arr. Aleksandra Vrebalov): Prelude from Tristan und Isolde (1865) 
  Anton Webern: Six Bagatelles, op. 9 (1911–1913) 
  Valentin Silvestrov: String Quartet No. 3 (Bay Area premiere) (2011) 
 
When:  Wednesday, January 15, 2014 at 7:30 p.m.  
 
Where:  Bing Concert Hall, 327 Lasuen Street, Stanford University 
 
Presented by: Stanford Live 
 
Tickets:  The performance is currently at capacity. To be notified if tickets become available, sign up on 
the Stanford Live website at live.stanford.edu. 
 
Description: Celebrating its 40th-anniversary season, San Francisco’s Kronos Quartet returns to Bing with a 
Stanford-only program brimming with the quartet’s signature breadth and innovation.  
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