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Until the Lions Offers Intimate Dance Version of Epic Poem 
 

Akram Khan’s newest work, inspired by The Mahabharata, is given its only Bay Area 
performances at Stanford’s Memorial Auditorium on Oct. 27 and 28 

 
 

Stanford, CA, September 28, 2017— For his most recent dance creation, the British-Bangladeshi 

choreographer Akram Khan turned his gaze to one of his best-loved epics from childhood: The 

Mahabharata. Khan’s retelling of an excerpt from the ancient poem, entitled Until the Lions, is a 

powerful, hour-long work that blends Indian kathak and modern dance as well as martial arts and live 

music. Next month, the production comes to Stanford’s Memorial Auditorium, on October 27 and 

28, marking one of two U.S. appearances of the work and the only Bay Area engagement. 

 As a teen performer, Khan toured the world in director Peter Brook’s nine-hour Mahabharata 

production some 30 years ago, so his work in Until the Lions brought the choreographer full circle back 

to the source material.  

 “I find myself returning to something that has been very close to my heart since childhood: The 

Mahabharata,” writes Khan. “In these compelling stories, however, the figures that always haunted my 

memories the most are the female characters, and their journeys. As in many myths, the female 

characters are often the unsung heroes, the figures of strength and imagination and endurance. It is 

their unsung stories in particular that still haunt me today.” 

Khan’s Until the Lions revisits the great epic, but through the eyes of a woman: Amba, a 

princess abducted on her wedding day and stripped of her honor, who invokes the gods to seek revenge. 

The title of the piece borrows from a popular African proverb, “Until the lions have their own 

historian, the history of the hunt will always glorify the hunter.” 
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 Rianto, a dancer personally selected by Khan for the male lead role, performs with two female 

dancers—Ching-Ying Chien and Christine Joy Ritter—along with singers and a percussionist to tell 

the bride’s story in a powerful departure from the normally male-centered ancient epic. Until the Lions, 

which had its premiere in 2016, also brings together some of Khan’s stellar past collaborators including 

writer Karthika Naïr and visual artist Tim Yip (Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon).  

Prior to the Stanford Live performances, on Monday October 16 at 6:00 p.m., Khan joins 

Stanford Professor Jisha Menon (Department of Theater and Performance Studies, Stanford Center 

for SouthAsia) for a conversation about his varied career, collaborating with noted artists from Peter 

Brook and Kylie Minogue to Danny Boyle on the 2012 Olympic Opening Ceremony. Presented at 

Stanford’s Bechtel Conference Center, located at Encina Hall, the talk is free and open to the public. 

For more information, visit live.stanford.edu. 

 

TICKET INFORMATION 
Tickets for Akram Khan’s Until the Lions, presented by Stanford Live on October 27 and 28 at 

7:30 p.m., range from $30-80 for adults and $15-20 for all current Stanford students. Tickets are 

available at the Bing Ticket Office, by phone at 650-724-2464 (BING) or online at live.stanford.edu.  

 

VENUE INFORMATION 
Memorial Auditorium is located on the Stanford University campus at 551 Serra Mall. Parking on 

campus is free of charge after 4:00 PM and on weekends at all times, and is available along Serra Street, 

Memorial Way, Lasuen Street, Museum Way, and Roth Way. Visit live.stanford.edu/plan-your-

visit/venues. 

 

ABOUT STANFORD LIVE 
Stanford Live presents a wide range of the finest performances from around the world fostering a 

vibrant learning community and providing distinctive experiences through the performing arts.  With 

its home at Bing Concert Hall, Stanford Live is simultaneously a public square, a sanctuary and a lab, 

drawing on the breadth and depth of Stanford University to connect performance to the significant 

issues, ideas and discoveries of our time. 
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CALENDAR EDITORS NOTE: 
 
What:   Artist Talk: Akram Khan in Conversation 
When:  Monday, October 16, 6:00 p.m. 
Venue:  Bechtel Conference Center, 616 Serra Street, Stanford University 
Tickets: Free 
 
Internationally renowned choreographer Akram Khan speaks with Professor Jisha Menon 
(Department of Theater and Performance Studies, Stanford Center for South Asia) about his varied 
career. 
 
 
What:   Until the Lions 
  Akram Khan Company 
When:  Friday, October 27 & Saturday, October 28, 7:30 p.m. 
Venue:  Memorial Auditorium, 551 Serra Mall, Stanford University 
Tickets: $30-$80 (subject to change) 
 
Akram Khan brings the full range of his artistry to bear in his newest work, Until the Lions, based on 
the ancient epic Mahabharata. 
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